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his nephews, desired to seize upon Florence in order to give
that state to Girolamo That this involved the murder of
the two Medici brothers was a mere detail. The Pazzi, on
the other hand, though they desired to exterminate the
Medici, had no intention of allowing the Riano to obtain
Florence afterwards. Thus did these two bands of criminals
combine for the common object of a treacherous double
murder, each of them determined to outwit the other when
that should have been effected.

The arrangements took some time, but eventually the two
parties hatched at Rome, early in 1478, the plot known as
the Pazzi Conspiracy, certainly with the full cognisance 35
of the Pope, even though it may be true that he did not
know all the details; for these he left to his nephew, Girolamo
Riario, the chief originator of the plot, and did not desire
to know them so long as the result, the removal of the two
Medici, was achieved. In fact, without the Pope's full con-
currence Girolamo Riario would never have undertaken an
affair involving so many risks, which might, without that
support, bring him no profit. Troops, under Niccolo da
Tolentino and Lorenzo Giustini, were sent to occupy points
on Florence's frontiers at Todi, Citta di Castello, Imola, and
near Perugia, and arrangements made for their marching upon
'Florence while that city should be in the state of confusion
and helplessness which would result from the murder of the
two Medici. As has been remarked, "For such extensive
movements the Pope's assent and co-operation were es'
sential." sc

The principal movers in the business were Girolamo Riario,
who was to obtain the state of Florence, Francesco Salviati,
Archbishop designate of Pisa, who was promised that he
should be made Archbishop of Florence if the attempt suc<
ceeded; the young cardinal, Rafaello Riario, the Pope's
grand-nephew, who was sent to Florence to represent
Girolamo; and the Pazzi family. The latter were very
numerous; Jacopo de' Pazzi, who was head of the family.